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In the wake of the awful slaughter in Newtown, CT, many persuasive arguments will be offered by people far more qualified than I regarding increased gun control, placing armed guards at schools, curbing violence in the entertainment industry, and better treatment of the mentally ill. 
  

However, there is one aspect of the tragic events at Sandy Hook that I do feel qualified enough to weigh in on: the heroism of Victoria Soto. According to the information Wikipedia has so far collected: 

  

Teacher Victoria Leigh Soto was reported to have attempted to hide several children in a closet and cupboards. As [the gunman] entered her classroom . . . several of the children then came out of their hiding place and tried to run for safety and were shot dead. Soto put herself between her students and the shooter, who then fatally shot her. Six surviving children from Soto's class crawled out of the cupboards after the shooting and fled the school . . . As reported by his parents, a 6-year-old boy in Soto's class fled with a group of his classmates and the children escaped through the door when the gunman shot their teacher. 
  

With the most dreaded chaos swirling around her, 27 year old Victoria “Vicki” Soto had the presence of mind to try hiding several of her students, and then place herself between them and a crazed murderer. Vicki’s actions on that fateful day undoubtedly saved several precious children. 
  

Where did Vicki find such strength on that last morning of her life? What influences in her life caused her to reflexively act with such selflessness, bravery, and heroism? While I don’t know if we’ll ever learn the true answers to those questions, I can say one thing with certainty: I sure am glad that Vicki Soto chose to become a teacher. If this is how Vicki died in the classroom, can you imagine how she must have lived in the classroom? How many lives did this incredible young woman have a chance to touch in her all-too-brief teaching career? If not for her brutal murder, how many more precious children could she have had a positive impact on? 

  

Thank G-d, very few teachers are ever called upon to show their true character as Vicki Soto did – and let’s pray that no more will ever have to answer that call. However, we all know that there are more 'Vicki Sotos' out there. They can be found in the hallways and classrooms of schools throughout our country. Let’s honor Vicki’s memory by finding ways to show our appreciation to her devoted colleagues – the excellent teachers who may have taught us, and the excellent teachers now educating the children in our communities.      
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